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December Birthday 

Kids 
Marshall P – Dec 5 

Sofia S – Dec 23 

Events 
Christmas Performance 

(recorded during regular 

class times) 

M/W/F Class 

December 14th  

Tue/Thur Class         

December 15th  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Guest Speaker 

Chantal Vitalis – Calgary 

Folk Music Festival Artist 

December 16th 

M/W/F Class 

Tue/Thur Class         

December 17th  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

PJ Party Day 

Tue/Thur Class         

December 17th  

December 18th 

M/W/F Class 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

School Closed  

December 21 – January 8 

NO CLASSES 

First day back after break 

January 11 

 

                     

 

Teacher News 

Hello Families! 

 

****REMINDER**** It is very important that parents help kids practice putting on their 

masks at home. This is something that would save us a lot of time going to and from 

the gym as the teachers have to sanitize between each kid if we're touching masks. 

One struggle we're seeing is with friends who have long hair. It's tricky to get those 

mask straps behind little ears if there's a lot of hair in the way. Pony tails might be a 

good idea for coming to school. 

 

The holiday season is upon us and although our celebrations won't look the same as 

they have in the past we're still going to have lots of fun! In class we're going to read 

The Mitten by Jan Brett and Snowmen at Night by Caralyn Buehner. We have lots of 

crafts and activities planned to go along with these great stories. 

 

As we all know, we won't be able to have a regular Christmas Concert this year, but 

each class will be working on a Christmas performance that we will video and send to 

each family. You'll see on the calendar that we plan to record our songs on December 

14th and 15th. Whoever wants to, can dress fancy those days just like it was our 

Christmas Concert. 

 

We will have another (socially distanced) special guest in December. Her name is 

Chantal Vitalis. She is a Calgary musician and an Artistic Associate at the Calgary Folk 

Music Festival. She will join us in the gym on December 16th and 17th for a Christmas 

Carol Sing-a-long. 

 

This week we started our pre-printing activities. We will be loosely following the 

Handwriting Without Tears program (https://www.lwtears.com/). To prepare for these 

activities we have done an early learning assessment with all students. The sections 

on the assessment are: identifying Capital letters, Lower case letters, Numbers up to 

20, Shapes and Colours. Please know that this is just a snapshot of a few academic 

skills and in no way indicates anything to be concerned about. These assessments will 

be sent home in the days before Christmas. We will do the same assessment closer to 

the end of the year. It's fun to compare and see the kid's progress. 

 

Ms. Jenn and Ms. Jamie 

http://www.chestermereplayschool.com/
http://www.chestermereplayschool.com/
https://www.lwtears.com/


Page 2 of 3          Playschool Newsletter 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Sick Kids 
 

Thank you to everyone continuing to help keep our 

classroom COVID free by completing the daily checklist 

and keeping your child home if they show any of the 

symptoms on it. 

 

If your child needs to miss playschool, please phone, 

and leave a message at 403-273-9208. 

Please DO NOT email absence alerts.  

 

Special Guests In The Classroom 
 

Thank you so much to Margo from Lepage Learning for 

stopping by last month!! Everyone had so much fun! 

 

If you know of anyone who would be a great fit as a 

guest speaker for our classroom let us know!  

You can email questions or comments to our Special 

Events Coordinator @  

specialevents@chestermereplayschool.com 

 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Donations 
A Huge thank you to Smith Research for their wonderful donation to help us buy art supplies for the classroom! We 

are so grateful! 

 

 

Fundraising Opportunities To Support Our Playschool  
❖ Mabel’s Labels 

There are always so many things to label!! Mabel’s Labels are waterproof, durable labels for the stuff kids lose! 

You can support our fundraiser by purchasing from campaigns.mabelslabels.com 

❖ Skip The Depot 

A door-to-door bottle collection service that makes refundable recycling and fundraising easier than 1,2,3. 

Download the app and book a pickup using https://app.skipthedepot.com/chestermereplayschool 

Place your bags outside & receive your refund and donate to us!  SkipTheDepot will allow everyone to donate 

directly to our organization with ease. Spread the word by sharing our SkipTheDepot posts on social media! 

❖ Scholastic Books 

Ordering Scholastic books is all online now. Parents have access to more than 5000 books and resources 

directly from the Scholastic website (www.scholastic.ca) If you use our Class Code: RC151289 the preschool 

benefits from your order too! 

mailto:specialevents@chestermereplayschool.com
https://app.skipthedepot.com/chestermereplayschool
http://www.scholastic.ca/
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Snacks And Treats For Celebrations 
 

We have had a few questions about birthday treats for friends this year. We are choosing not to allow snacks or 

treats into the classroom, but if your child would like to hand out a treat to their friends you can do it in the hallway. 

This way parents can choose if they would like to accept it or not. 

 

Program Unit Funding (PUF) in the Classroom 
 

What is PUF? 

The Government of Alberta believes that the first six years of a child’s life are key to their future development.  It is 

for this reason that they developed an early intervention program that helps address delays in development of school 

readiness skills.  One aspect of the program is Program Unit Funding (PUF), which helps children with disabilities, or 

delays access additional support above what is offered in a regular Early Childhood Services program.  Children who 

are assessed to have needs that qualify for PUF can receive up to three years of supported programming, depending 

on age of the child at the time of assessment, severity of the disability/delay and its impact on the child’s ability to 

function within their environment. 

▪ What does PUF mean to our playschool? 

Children who qualify for PUF are sometimes provided with aides who provide the specific student with additional 

support to succeed in the classroom.  These aides provide social, cognitive and language development to the 

children they are supporting, using play as their primary teaching activity.  The early intervention available 

through PUF has the ability to make a dramatic improvement in a child’s ability to succeed in the classroom.  

Throughout the year, you may notice aides supporting students in some of our classes.  These aides work with 

specific children, providing support with daily routines, speech, and occupational therapy, as well as providing 

support and solutions for behavioral needs. 

▪ How does this impact our classroom? 

While the aides are focused on the specific child or children they are supporting, they are part of the community 

of care that supports all our children in the classroom.  The inclusive nature of our classrooms teach children that 

everyone learns differently, and some people require support, above a teacher, for this learning to take place.   

▪ The aides, may occasionally work with the entire class to work on skills they see need additional support.  They 

will usually use play for this therapy as play stimulates development of language, making it possible for children 

to adopt roles and negotiate the rules and goals of play.  Pretend play forms an important foundation for 

conceptual thinking, literacy, and numeracy.   

▪ Our school partners with I’m For Kids to deliver these services, if any questions please feel free to reach out to 

our teachers for more information or you can visit their website imforkids.org  

Chestermere Playschool Partners 
Macaroni Kid Chestermere is a free weekly e-calendar and newsletter highlighting  

upcoming events and activities specifically for kids and families in Chestermere,  

Langdon, Indus, and surrounding communities. To find your family fun, visit  

their CALENDAR. It is packed with live virtual events! 

 

 

https://chestermere.macaronikid.com/events

